An assessment of intraoperative radiotherapy.
An assessment of intraoperative radiotherapy (IORT) was undertaken to inform a decision on whether this technology should be introduced into the state of New South Wales. On the basis of a literature review, IORT appeared to be essentially an experimental technology, with limited data to demonstrate its comparative advantage over other treatments. Introduction of a dedicated IORT facility was technically feasible, but there appeared to be major uncertainties regarding selection and referral of suitable patients on a state-wide basis. The results of the assessment suggested that introduction of an IORT facility might have limited advantage for routine health services. A decision was subsequently taken not to support the introduction of this technology.